
RFP: Artist-Designed Banners for the Avenue of the Arts

Artwork Theme: 
Celebrating Philadelphia’s Creative
Spirit and Freedom of Expression

Philadelphia has always been an artist’s
city: bold, independent, and full of
creative energy. As we approach
America’s 250th anniversary, artists are
invited to celebrate what makes
Philadelphia distinctive to them through
colorful, eye-catching designs.

The banners will serve as a visual
conversation about who we are as
Philadelphians today and highlight our
creativity, our character, and our
freedom to express ideas in ways that are
uniquely our own. 

The artworks will be displayed on the
Avenue of the Arts, and will be a
collective celebration of Philadelphia’s
artists and the enduring spirit of freedom
and expression.

Project Theme Project Goals

Celebrate the freedom of expression: 
In honor of America’s 250 , we want to
highlight what the freedom of expression
means to us, today.

th

Highlight the talent of Philadelphia’s
artists: Feature the depth and range of
Philadelphia’s creative community
across multiple artistic disciplines.

Transform the Avenue of the Arts into
an outdoor art gallery: Turn the Avenue
of the Arts into a temporary, city-wide
showcase for local artists.

Be uniquely Philly: Invite pedestrians,
residents, and visitors to experience the
Avenue of the Arts in new ways through
artwork that sparks curiosity, joy, and a
sense of connection that feels
unmistakably Philadelphia.

Create great new art: Create fun, fresh,
and thoughtful new works of art

Avenue of the Arts, Inc. (AAI), the non-profit organization that serves as the steward of the
Avenue of the Arts corridor,  invites Philadelphia-based artists (painters, photographers,
graphic designers, and all other creatives) to submit designs for a new series of light pole
banners to be installed along the Avenue of the Arts in 2026. The project will transform the
corridor into an outdoor gallery that puts Philadelphia’s creativity onto center stage. The
selected designs will be printed on banners as Philadelphia welcomes the world to our city.
AAI anticipates selecting ten artists to each display up to four banner designs.

Project Overview

PUBLIC  ART  BANNERS  FOR
THE  AVENUE  OF  THE  ARTS

Request for artist proposals (RFP):
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This opportunity is open to artists or artist teams who live or work in Philadelphia. Emerging
and established artists working in any two-dimensional medium, such as painting, drawing,
printmaking, photography, digital design, and related fields, are encouraged to apply. 

Artist Eligibility



Artists may submit up to six designs for
consideration (forming three diptychs). Up to
four designs from each selected artist will be
selected. 
Artists may submit either new or existing
works of art for consideration.
Artwork should be bold, colorful, and legible at
street level.
Text and fine details that will not reproduce
clearly at a large scale should be avoided.
Selected designs may be slightly cropped or
adjusted to meet production requirements.
All work must be original, suitable for public
display, and appropriate for all audiences.
Copyrighted or wholly AI-generated work will
not be accepted.
Artwork should reflect the welcoming and
creative spirit of Philadelphia. Submissions
that include profanity, hate speech, nudity, or
imagery that could be considered offensive or
divisive will not be considered for this project.

Design Parameters

Artist Fee

Selected artists will receive an award of
$1,800.00.  This award is inclusive of all artist
fees and deliverables.

January 16, 2026
Submission deadline (3pm)

March, 2026
Selected artists notified

May 2026
Banner installation

Project Timeline

Questions?

Email us! art@avenueofthearts.org
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Up to ten artists will be selected through this open call to create designs for a new series of
banners along the Avenue of the Arts. Selection will be based on artistic quality, originality,
and relevance to the project theme.

Each selected artist will have up to four submitted banner designs chosen for
production, forming two coordinated diptychs (image pair). 
Each diptych may function as a single composition that spans both banners, or as two
complementary designs.
Dimensions: Each banner will be 4’ wide x 9’ tall, double-sided. The lower 1'-6" of each
banner is reserved for the project logo and artist credit. Complete specifications and
dimensions are provided at the end of this document.
Submission limit: Artists may submit up to six images; up to four may be selected for
production.
Installation: Banners will hang in pairs - one on each side of a light pole. Each set of
banners may be printed multiple times along the corridor.

Project Scope

AAI will determine the final banner
placement along the Avenue.
AAI and its contractors will
coordinate printing and installation.
A project website will be created and
feature the selected designs, to give
the installation added longevity.

Project Notes

Proposal evaluation criteria will include: 
Artistic quality, creativity, and
originality
Relevance to project goals/ themes
Suitability for the banner format and
clarity of composition
Cohesion and overall visual balance
within the full banner series

Selection Process
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About Avenue of
the Arts, Inc (AAI)
Avenue of the Arts, Inc. (AAI) is a 501c3 non-profit organization that serves as a steward of the
Avenue of the Arts corridor, extending from City Hall to Washington Avenue. AAI invests in the
physical and cultural vitality of the Avenue through capital improvements such as sidewalk
repairs, lamppost maintenance, and crosswalk accessibility upgrades. The organization enhances
the public realm with planters, seasonal decorations, and decorative lighting, creating a more
welcoming and beautiful environment for all.  Beyond its physical improvements, AAI champions
the Avenue as a cultural and economic destination by promoting its businesses, attracting new
investment, and celebrating Philadelphia’s creative spirit.

 AAI is currently advancing AveArts 2.0, a decade-long initiative that will transform the Avenue’s
streetscape into a vibrant, art-filled destination featuring lush greenery, public art installations,
performance spaces, and inviting seating areas.
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Submit all materials electronically via the Google form available at www.avenueofthearts.org/art-
on-the-avenue/ by 3:00 p.m. on January 16, 2026.  Your submission must include:

1. Application form: Name and contact details (address, phone, and email).
2. Artist Bio: A brief biography (up to 500 words).
3. Artist Statement: A short statement (up to 250 words) describing how your design celebrates

Philadelphia’s creative spirit and freedom of expression, and what inspired it.
4. Banner Designs:

          -Up to six (6) original banner designs.
          -Each design should represent one half of a diptych.
          -Images must be submitted in JPEG or PDF format and no larger than 5MB each. 
          -Clearly label which two designs form each diptych using the following format:
                    -Last name, First name_Pair 1, Image 1
                    -Last name, First name_Pair 1, Image 2
                    -Last name, First name_Pair 2, Image 1, etc.

Note: All selected artists, upon receiving notice that they have been selected for the project,
must be prepared to submit it in .pdf, .eps, .ai, .tif, .psd, .jpeg, or .indd formats, at a resolution of
100 dpi at 100%, in CMYK formats.) 

How to Apply

Reservation of Rights: Avenue of the Arts, Inc. (AAI) reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to exercise any
or all of the following rights with respect to this Request for Proposals (RFP):

1.To, in coordination with its partners or in its sole discretion, to reject any or all proposals received as a
result of this Request for Proposals (“RFP”), to withdraw, modify, suspend, or cancel this solicitation in
whole or in part, change any and all dates, and to waive any informalities, technicalities, or irregularities
in any submission when it is deemed in the best interest of AAI to do so.

2.To request clarification or additional information from any proposer as deemed necessary to evaluate
submissions; to negotiate with one or more proposers; to amend, revise, or supplement this RFP; and to
determine the final selection, placement, and installation logistics for any proposed artwork.

3.To accept or negotiate modifications to proposals that are deemed to be in the best interest of AAI.
4.To make an award based on factors, including but not limited to artistic merit, community impact,

experience, and the best overall value to the project. AAI does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, religion, gender, gender expression, age, national origin, disability, or sexual orientation.

5.To reproduce, distribute, or publicly display proposal materials for non-commercial purposes of review,
evaluation, and project promotion, including an exhibit and project website. All such reproductions of
the Artwork shall contain a credit to the Artist.

6.To reject any submission containing profanity, nudity, violent or discriminatory imagery, or any content
it determines, in its sole discretion, to be inappropriate for public display.

7.By submitting a proposal, proposers acknowledge and agree that AAI, its agents, and its partners shall
not be liable for any costs or expenses incurred by proposers in the preparation, submission, or
presentation of proposals or in connection with this solicitation process in any manner whatsoever. No
proposer shall be entitled to reimbursement from AAI for any such expenses.

8.AAI is under no obligation to award a contract as a result of this RFP and reserves the right to award all,
part, or none of the available opportunities at its discretion.

https://forms.gle/jNF5fAYYsav6otyB7
https://www.avenueofthearts.org/art-on-the-avenue/
https://www.avenueofthearts.org/art-on-the-avenue/
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Artist Credit

MAIN AREA FOR
ARTWORK

MAIN AREA FOR
ARTWORK

BANNER DIAGRAM AND DIMENSIONS

AAI / Art on the

Avenue logo (TBD)

Note: No images shoulld be included in the 7" section at the top of the banner.  That area
must be left as background colors,.
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